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Claiborne County Inmates and Officers Sold Scrap Metal for Personal Gain 

 
An investigation by the Tennessee Comptroller’s Office has revealed that Claiborne County inmates and 

sheriff’s litter patrol officers received $23,763.18 in cash from selling scrap metal. 

 

Investigators reviewed records from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2018; however, sheriff’s litter patrol officers 

and inmates told investigators it was a long-established practice for the litter patrol to collect scrap metal and 

sell it to buy inmates lunches, snacks, drinks, and tobacco products. 

 

State law requires that payments for scrap metal sold by a 

governmental entity be made by check or money order to the 

governmental entity and mailed to the business address of the 

governmental entity. 

 

The failure to follow state law has resulted in lost revenue for 

the county. 

 

The Comptroller’s Office has reviewed its investigation with 

the district attorney general for the Eight Judicial District and 

the district attorney general pro tem for the Thirteenth Judicial 

District. 

 

The Claiborne County Sheriff’s Office is currently depositing checks from the sale of scrap metal with the 

county trustee. 

 

To view the investigative report, go to: https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/investigations/find.html 

 

If you suspect fraud, waste or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at 

800.232.5454, or file a report online at: www.comptroller.tn.gov/hotline. Follow us on twitter: @TNCOT 

 
Media contact: John Dunn, Public Information Officer, 615.401.7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov 
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